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Much has been written about the American Negroes' plight and 
their effort to obtain justice and equality. From the outset, their 
struggle has been continuously uphill confronted by almost insurmount¬ 
able obstacles. From time to time, men of courage have banded together 
to form organizations whose purpose was to support the American Negroes' 
struggle toward first-class citizenship. One of the most outstanding 
of these organizations has been SCLC - Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. A brief history of this organization leaves one with 
little doubt as to the dynamic role it has played in helping to combat 
discrimination and injustice. 
The SCLC was founded in 1957 in Montgomery, Alabama. Its forma¬ 
tion was precipitated by the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-56. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dr. Ralph D. Abernathy, both leaders of the 
Bus Boycott, were the principal founders. 
The founders believed in a nonviolent philosophy similar to that 
of Mahatma Ghandhi of India. At one time, the group wanted to call 
itself the Southern Negro Leadership Conference, but felt that this 
might preclude an inter-racial orientation. When "Christian" was sub¬ 
stituted for "Negro," there were those who objected on the basis that 
1 
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it might exclude Jews and others. Since nobody could solve the name 
riddle perfectly, "Southern Christian Leadership Conference" was selected 
as the most satisfactory one. 
There is a board which meets twice per year to set policy; a con¬ 
vention meets annually for legislative and inspirational purposes. The 
board as well as the convention reflects the strong church orientation 
of the organization. However, there was always a sprinkling of repre¬ 
sentatives of labor and lawyers. 
A major decision was made not to solicit individual membership, 
but rather to permit and encourage local organizations to become affili¬ 
ated with SCLC. This policy has remained with the provision that a per¬ 
son can be a member-at-large where no local affiliate exists. 
The SCLC is known for aggressive nonviolent, mass action, such as 
the Birmingham Movement of 1963 and the Selma March of 1965. 
There are about 270 local affiliate Chapters of SCLC dispersed 
across the nation. These affiliate chapters share SCLC's basic beliefs 
in human rights and non-violent action. Many of them have their own 
active community programs. Although the principles and techniques em¬ 
ployed by SCLC have been most effective in the Southern States, many 
Northern cities have also profited from their use. This organization 
has worked closely with other human rights organizations, and has carried 
out quiet programs of community leadership training, economic develop¬ 
ment, voter registration and political education. SCLC is a non-profit 
organization, receiving its support from thousands of interested persons 
in all walks of life. 
The policy of SCLC is determined by an Executive Board of Directors. 
This Board is composed of experienced men and women who follow the 
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philosophy and practice of direct action for peaceful social change. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in his introductory message to the 
1964 SCLC Magazine, had this to say about SCLC's chief aims: 
One of the chief aims of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference is to broadly disseminate through 
extensive training the heart of nonviolence, that our 
commitment to nonviolence will not only be a technique, 
but shall become for us a way life with love and redemption 
as its center. Another chief aim of SCLC is in the area 
of voter registration. Here again it must be recognized 
that the right and proper use of the ballot is vital in 
our struggle for first-class citizenship.^ 
In his article about the history of SCLC, Reddick lists the fol¬ 
lowing purposes of the organization: 
1. To achieve full citizenship rights and total integration 
of the Negro in American life. 
2. To stimulate nonviolent direct, mass action to remove 
the barriers of segregation and discrimination. 
3. To disseminate the creative philosophy and techniques 
of nonviolence through local and area workshops. 
4. To secure the right and unhampered use of the ballot 
for every citizen. 
5. To reduce the cultural lag through the Citizenship 
Training Program.2 
To the leaders of SCLC it was quite apparent that the government 
had failed to follow the laws based on the Constitution. This was 
especially true in regard* to its Negro citizens. These leaders saw 
the need to make such words as "freedom" and "democracy" just as appli¬ 
cable to the Negro as to any other American citizen. Therefore, from 
^Southern Christian Leadership Conference, The SCLC Story 
(Atlanta: Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1964), p. 6. 
^Ibid., p. 14. 
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"the red clay of Georgia to the bayous of Mississippi, the pursuit of 
freedom for all mankind became the great task and thus the story of 
SCLC.1,1 
Evolution of the Problem 
The writer's interest in this organization was kindled during the 
period of her undergraduate study at Morris Brown College in Atlanta, 
Georgia. At that time, she participated in a number of its demonstra¬ 
tions aimed at integrating downtown Atlanta facilities. Since gradua¬ 
tion, she has not been directly affiliated with the actions of the 
organization. Nevertheless, her interest in its purpose and cause has 
not diminished. Furthermore, conflicting opinions as to the success of 
tactics and procedures used by this organization to accomplish its goals 
have moved the writer to attempt an objective study of SCLC and its in¬ 
fluence on local, state and federal governments. 
Contribution to Educational Knowledge 
This study attempts to determine the extent to which the program 
of SCLC was successful in bringing about desired changes in the status 
of the American Negroes through pressure exerted upon the various levels 
of government. 
SCLC has shed its educational light on the power structure of 
America concerning the minority group. It has appealed to human reason¬ 
ing by means of research, consultations, negotiations and other persua- 
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sive techniques or efforts. Its educational and legal work is often 
implemented through direct action programs such as training schools and 
voter registration drives.^ 
It is hoped that this research will present a much more comprehen¬ 
sive and objective evaluation of the principles and practices of SCLC 
and the impact the organization has had on local, state and Federal 
governments. Furthermore, it is our belief that an investigation of the 
role of SCLC will permit us to have greater understanding of voluntary 
organizations as educational models. 
Statement of the Problem 
This problem is concerned with the impact that SCLC has had on 
local, state and Federal governments from I960 to 1965. The researcher 
has attempted to view the problem from the following standpoints: 
1. Rights and Freedom to use public transportation. 
2. Rights and Freedom to use public accommodations. 
3. Rights and freedom to register and vote in the 
United States. 
Purposes of the Study 
The general purpose of this study was to investigate whether or 
not certain results were accomplished through SCLC's influence on local, 
state and Federal governments from I960 to 1965. 
In more specific terms, the purposes of this study were as follows 
1. To examine the historical background of SCLC briefly. 
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2. To describe certain changes in public transportation. 
3. To describe selected practices pertaining to public 
accommodations and actions taken to effect changes in 
the use of such facilities. 
4. To describe some of the problems involved in registering 
and voting. 
5- To present the findings as well as the warranted conclusions, 
implications and recommendations. 
Research Procedures 
The technique of historical research was employed in this study. 
The procedures are described and presented as listed in the following 
operational steps: 
1. To engage in further reviews of literature pertinent 
to the study. 
2. To conduct interviews with a number of SCLC's officers 
and members. 
3. To present findings and conclusions. 
Survey of Related Literature 
The literature pertinent to this problem reveals that considerable 
attention has been given to the work of SCLC. 
The subsequent sections of this study are organized and dealt with 
in the following manner: 
1. General background on the civil rights struggle. 
2. Relevant information on public accommodations. 
3. Relevant information on public transporation. 
4. Relevant information on voter registration. 
General Background on the Civil Rights Struggle 
With reference to an understanding of SCLC, Parsons and Clark are 
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quoted as follows: 
One cannot understand SCLC solely in terms of its organiza¬ 
tion, which is amorphous and more symbolic than functional, 
even through the National Headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. 
To understand this organization one has to understand King, 
because SCLC is Martin Luther King, Jr. King is a national 
hero, a charismatic leader, portrayed in America and through¬ 
out the world as a man of quiet dignity, a personification 
of courage in the face of racial danger. He has the abi lity 
to articulate a philosophy and ideology of race relations 
clearly and acceptable to the large society. As far as the 
general public is concerned, the civil rights movement has 
converged in his personality. His ability to portray self¬ 
lessness and to understand other civil rights leaders has made 
him a suitable person for his role. In the complexities, 
tensions and frustrations of the civil rights movement, King 
fills an important function of simplification through per¬ 
sonalization. 1 
King, himself, views the work of SCLC as follows: 
SCLC has pioneered in developing mass boycott movements in a 
frontal attack on discrimination. Our dramatic demonstrations 
tended to obscure the role of the boycott in cities such as 
Birmingham. It was not the marching alone that brought about 
integration of public facilities in 1963. The downtown business 
establishments suffered for weeks under our almost unbelievably 
effective boycott. The significant percentage of their sales 
that vanished, the 98 per cent of their Negro customers who 
stayed at home educated them forcefully to the dignity of the 
Negro as a consumer.2 
Public Transportation 
In regards to public transportation, Goldman points out that Negroes 
and whites had to wait for trains in separate waiting rooms. They 
bought tickets at separate windows, and they also rode in separate cars. 
Talcott Parsons and Kenneth B. Clark, The Negro American (Bos¬ 
ton: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1965-66), p. 612. 
^Martin Luther King, Jr., Where Do We Go From Here (New York: 
Harper and Row Publishers, 1967), p. 143» 
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This, he thought, was an injustice in public transportation as far as 
the Negroes were concerned.^ 
The Freedom Riders' Movement was one way that SCLC worked toward 
progress in integrating public transportation. With reference to this 
relationship, Louis E. Lomax says: 
SCLC acted as the Southern Coordinating Center for the Free¬ 
dom Riders; SCLC housed, fed and purchased bus tickets for the 
Freedom Riders passing through Atlanta enroute to trouble 
spots in Mississippi and Alabama. SCLC provided staff workers 
and money for the students who kept the Freedom Riders going 
after the initial ride had been ended by a bus burning.2 
Public Accommodations 
With reference to the progress made in public accommodations, 
Time Magazine lists Martin Luther King, Jr. as the first Negro to regis¬ 
ter and stay at Selma's Hotel Albert in Alabama. This hotel, formerly 
3 
open to white only, was built by slaves. 
King commented thusly on how sit-in demonstrations helped to 
improve the lot of the Negro in terms of his rights to public accommo¬ 
dations: 
Spontaneously born, but guided by the theory of nonviolent 
resistance, the lunch-counter sit-ins accomplished inte¬ 
gration in hundreds of communities at the swiftest rate of 
change in the civil rights movement up to that time. Yet, 
many communities successfully resisted lunch-counter desegre¬ 
gation, and pressed charges against the demonstrators. It 
was correct and effective that demonstrators should fill 
the jails; but it was necessary that these foot soldiers 
^Peter Goldman, Civil Rights: The Challenge of the Fourteenth 
Amendment (New York: Coward-McCann, Inc., 1965), p. 27. 
^Louis E. Lomax, The Negro Revolt (New York: Harper and Row 
Publishers, 1962), p. 94. 
^Time Magazine, January 29, 1965, p. 21. 
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for freedom not be deserted to languish there or to pay 
excessive penalties for their devotion. Indeed, by crea¬ 
tive use of the law, it was possible to prove that officials 
combating the demonstrations were using the power of the 
police to deny the Negro equal protection under the law. 
This brought many of the cases squarely under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Fourteenth Amendnent. As a consequence of 
combining direct and legal action, far-reaching precedents 
v/ere established, which served, in turn, to extend the 
areas of desegregationJ 
Lomax had this to say about the sit-ins in Nashville: 
On May 10, i960, a selected group of Negroes entered the 
lunch departments of six downtown Nashville stores and 
ate along with white customers. The sit-ins had won, 
but not until the adult Negro community had rallied be¬ 
hind them and forced white merchants to their knees with an 
economic boycott.^ 
A SCLC Newsletter reports that SCLC went to the aid of the NAACP 
in boycotting downtown stores in Natchez, Mississippi. In this town, 
Negroes comprised more than half of the 23>000 population. However, 
they were almost totally excluded from the mainstream of the community 
life. The result was reported as "probably the .most effective the 
civil rights movement has yet seen."^ 
According to Goldman, "lunch-counters weren't the only targets" 
of demonstrations. Students "stood in" at movie theatre box offices, 
"waded in" at white-only public beaches, "read in" at segregated librar- 
L 
ies and "kneeled in" at white churches. 
^Martin Luther King, Jr., Why We Can11 Wait (New York: Harper 
and Row Publishers, 1963-64), p. 33» 
2 
Lomax, The Negro Revolt, p. 126. 
^SCLC-Newsl et ter, \l ol. II., October-November, 1965, p. 12. 
^Goldman, Civil Rights, p. 27. 
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In commenting on the results of sit-ins, Lomax says that "The 
sit-ins produced two unexpected results, one a movement, the other a 
method that would greatly augment the efforts of the sit-ins."^ 
Hentoff discusses the effect of the sit-ins in the following 
manner : 
The sit-ins have shaken up the Negro middle class through¬ 
out the country; have effectively changed the Negro's self- 
image, have galvanized white college students into action 
on a mass scale for the first time since the thirties; have 
startled white southerners into an involuntary recognition 
of the reality of race relations, and have underlined the 
importance of the first major Negro organization entirely 
led by Negroes and based in the South - The Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference.^ 
As a result of James J. Reeb's death which took place in Alabama 
because he and two other ministers ate at a white restaurant, Presi¬ 
dent Johnson issued a statement saying that the attack was shameful 
proof of the need for prompt and effective action at all levels of 
government to guarantee not only the rights of all citizens to be régis- 
tered to vote, but to be protected by the law from segregationists. 
Voter Registration 
A typical case in which a Negro's right to vote was repressed is 
that of Mrs. Victoria Jackson Gray of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, a 
veteran of the civil rights struggle. She began to attempt to register 
to vote in Forrest County in 1959. It required four years and the 
^Lomax, The Negro Revolt, p. 131. 
^Commonwealth Magazine, September 23, I960, pp. 275-276. 
3SCLC - Newsletter, Vol. I., June, 1965, p. 1. 
agency of a three judge panel of the Fifth Circuit Court appeal before 
she was finally registered in July of 1963•^ 
In viewing States Voter Registration, it was found that Mississippi 
was the state with the worst record of repression of the Negro's right 
to vote. McComb, a small town, lay in the poorest part of the State 
in the midst of cotton fields tilled by wretchedly-housed sharecroppers 
or tenant farmers. A man had just recently been shot down on the high¬ 
way after trying to register to vote. This was the place Bob Moses and 
Bob Zellner, members of SCLC's affiliate Chapter - SNCC, chose to live 
early in 1961. The experiment ended a few months later with the beating 
and the jailing of Moses and Zellner and their associates. The Missi¬ 
ssippi courts stepped in and issued an injunction against future demon¬ 
strations in McComb. No other meetings were held there until 1964. If 
in the 1964 election, Negroes had been allowed to register to vote, 
Lyndon Johnson and not Barry Goldwater would have carried the State of 
Mi ssissippi . 
From his Selma, Alabama, headquarters in Dallas County, Sheriff Clark 
firmly kept Negroes down with the aid of a squad of special deputies. He 
and his men herded more than 100 Negroes off to jail with blows from 
sticks and cattle prods when they tried to register to vote. In 1963, 
fewer than one per cent of Selma's Negro residents were registered 
voters (only 20 per cent of Alabama's Negro population were registered 
^Leslie Burl McLemore, "The Freedom Democratic Party and The 
Changing Political Status of the Negro," (Unpublished Master's thesis, 
Atlanta University, I965), p. 15. 
cmma Gelders Sterne, I Have A Dream (New York: Alfred Knopf, 
1965), pp. 198-213. 
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as a whole). The Justice Department had already brought suit against 
the Secretary of the State of Alabama, Agnes Baggett, charging that the 
State's Registration Requirements were unconstitutional because a 20- 
page test on government and the Constitution was included. Apart from 
such onerous laws in Selma, the bulky figure of Sheriff James Clark 
stood adamantly in the way of any Negro registration. During this time 
Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy of SCLC cried, "We intend to enter by the 
front door. We have gone in the back doors from alleys far too many 
H 1 
years." 
The struggle for registration and voting continued. Finally, in 
1964 the Legal Defense Fund of the National Association for the Advance¬ 
ment of Colored People asked for and got a Federal Court Injunction 
against further interference by Clark. Said the Court in Mobile, "Per¬ 
sons legally entitled to register as voters should be permitted to do 
so in an orderly fashion. Toward the end of the same year, Dr. King 
announced that the Legal Defense Fund would soon send to Selma a panel 
of seven white lawyers to draw up "freedom registration forms, register 
the Negroes and try to bypass Clark and Dallas County by submitting the 
3 
forms for verification directly to a Federal district court." 
Had it not been for the Selma story, the Negroes might not have 
reached the point where their influence caused the President to propose 
legislation aimed at speeding up the Negro's right to vote. As our 
former Chief Executive, President Johnson, so aptly stated: 




The real hero of this struggle is the American Negro. His 
action and protest, his courage to risk safety and even 
life have awakened the conscience of the nation. His 
demonstrations have been designed to call attention to 
injustice, to provoke change and stir reform. He has 
called upon us to make good the promise of America. And 
who among us can say we would have made the same progress 
were it not for his peri stent bravery and his faith in 
American Democracy?"' 
Sterne states that due to the national pressure and continued 
demonstrations in Alabama and over the country, President Johnson had 
to deliver an eloquent speech before the two houses of Congress. He 
promised to use all his power to get a new civil rights bill passed 
which would "strike down restrictions to vote in all elections - Federal, 
State and local - which have been used to deny Negroes the right to 
vote." The President also affirmed the marchers of their constitutional 
2 
right to assemble. 
In regards to the right to vote, Sterne further states that since 
the 1930's bills to ensure full voting rights have been put again and 
again before Congress, and some of them have become laws. The courts 
have taken a hand in this matter now, and since 1957, the Department of 
3 
Justice has been empowered to enter the field. 
^SCLC - Newsletter, "President Johnson's Message to the Nation," 
Vol. I., June 1965, p. 3* 
2 
Sterne, I Have A Dream, p. 197- 
3Ibid. 
375. King, Joyce Black 
Southern Christian Leadership Conferem 
and its impact on local, state and federal 
governments, 1960-1965. 1969- 57 P* 
CHAPTER II 
THE ROLE OF SCLC IN SELECTED 
CIVIL RIGHTS ISSUES 
One of SCLC's aims is to achieve full citizenship rights and 
total integration of the Negro in American life. In order to educate 
the people as to their rights as citizens, SCLC has a program called 
CEP (Citizenship Education Program). 
Since I960, CEP has been training citizens in literacy, voting 
rights, economic planning and community organizing.' The impact of this 
program can best be seen by the number of people it aids in acquiring 
voting rights and access to positions involving other civic responsi¬ 
bilities. The training takes place in workshops which are held once 
per month (lasting for a week) in Atlanta, Georgia. People are recruited 
for this workshop from rural areas and small communities. All races are 
included both in terms of trainers and trainees. The teaching areas 
mainly feature those such as education, politics, and economics. 
T ransportation 
Dr. Martin L. King, Jr., and Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy, both 
founding fathers of SCLC, had previously participated in the Montgomery 
"Annual Report of SCLC," August 15, 1968, p. 7. 
14 
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Bus Boycott which occurred several years before SCLC was founded. This 
boycott was aimed at improving conditions of transportation. Conse¬ 
quently, when SCLC was founded in 1957, one of its main goals was to do 
away with segregated bus conditions. 
Freedom Rides 
In 1961, one of SCLC's affiliates, The Student Nonviolent Coordi¬ 
nating Committee, played an important part in the struggle for equality. 
The students sponsored freedom rides to test the Supreme Court ruling 
in the case of Boynton vs. Virginia. The United States Supreme Court 
Reports stated the following decision: 
The Interstate Commerce Act prohibits discrimination, on 
account of race, in transportation services against inter¬ 
state passengers in terminals and terminal restaurants 
owned or operated or controlled by interstate carriers 
whether railroads or motor carriers.^ 
A1abama.--In Birmingham, the Riders met with many difficulties. 
In spite of the many arrests that were made, they wanted to continue 
their trip, but no bus would take them. Some of the riders decided 
to try an airplane flight directly to New Orleans, their final desti¬ 
nation. The riders rode to the airport in cars provided by human 
rights organizations. The mob of militant whites was on hand but, this 
time Bull Connor and his police kept order. The first two planes 
feared trouble and canceled their flights. At ten that night Fred 
Shuttlesworth, the Secretary of SCLC, finally saw the riders safe on 
a plane.^ 
One group of Freedom Riders, upon leaving Birmingham, headed for 
^Boynton v. Virginia. 364 U.S. 454, 5L ed. 2d 206, 81 S Ct. 182. 
(1961). 
2Sterne, I Have a Dream, pp. 180-181. 
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Montgomery, Alabama. President Kennedy telephoned the state capitol 
and talked to Governor John Patterson. President Kennedy stated that: 
It is the federal government's responsibility to guarantee 
safe passage of people in interstate travel and that Ala¬ 
bama should restore this right without the need for federal 
action.1 
President Kennedy sent Justice Department Attorney John Siegen- 
thaler to Montgomery to confer with Governor Patterson. The Justice 
Department arranged for a bus driver to leave the Birmingham Terminal 
with the Freedom Riders. The FBI notified the Montgomery police that 
the students were coming. The Montgomery police promised that pre¬ 
cautionary steps would be taken and also stated that no federal action 
2 
was needed. 
Mississippi.--When the Freedom Riders rode into Mississippi, the 
Governor called out the National Guard to escort them into Jackson. 
On May 24, 1961, the first contingent was arrested for refusing to obey 
a police officer's command to move from segregated terminal waiting 
room facilities. In the following months more than 300 Freedom Riders 
were arrested and convicted. On July 10, the Department of Justice 
intervened before a three-judge Federal Court to halt the arrest of the 
riders in Mississippi. The Attorney General charged that local authori¬ 
ties had gone "beyond the scope of their lawful power" in making the 
arrests. On November 17, the court ruled that the arrests must be 
challenged in State courts. An application to the Supreme Court for 
an injunction to stay State criminal prosecutions was denied. President 
^Howard Zinn, SNCC, The New Abolitionists (Boston: Beacon Press, 
1964), p. 25. 
2 Ibid. 
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Kennedy, in reply to a question at his July 19 news conference, upheld 
the right of American citizens to move in interstate commerce "for 
whatever reasons they travel."^ 
The original Freedom Ride ended May 24, in a Mississippi jail. 
However, there was a continuance of other Freedom Rides and Freedom 
Riders. 
As a result, the Freedom Riders won a federal court order outlaw¬ 
ing segregation in terminals and stations. Jim Crow no longer had a 
O 
place in travel through the United States. 
After the Freedom Rides, the bus companies decided to comply with 
the year-old desegregation order. The "white" and "colored" signs 
•3 
came down in the previously segregated bus stations. 
The Right to Travel 
The power of Congress "to regulate Commerce . . . among the 
several states,and the authority of the Interstate Commerce Commis¬ 
sion to prohibit "undue or unreasonable prejudice or disadvantage"^ 
have been important tools in the struggle for equal rights. They have 
been construed to outlaw discriminatory state legislation which operates 
as a burden on commerce, and to strike down discriminatory practices by 
interstate carriers acting in accordance with local law or custom. The 
sweeping antidiscrimination rules promulgated by the Interstate Commerce 
'A Report to the President of the United States Commission on Civil 
Rights, Freedom To The Free 1863 Century of Emancipation 1963, (Washing¬ 
ton, D. C.: U. S. Government Printing Office, February 12, 1963), pp. 
180-181. 
^Goldman, Civil Rights, p. 69. 
3sterne, I Have A Dream, p. 181 
^"United States Constitution," Article I, par. 8. 
^Interstate Commerce Act, 54 Stat. 902, 49 U.S. C. Sec. 3 (1) (1958). 
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Commission in 1961 were partly a response to new protests, but they 
were built upon a foundation laid during the previous two decades. In 
the years before the separate-but-equal doctrine was invalidated, it 
was the commerce power upon which the courts relied to eliminate dis¬ 
criminatory practices.' 
On September 22, 1961, the Interstate Commerce Commission pre¬ 
scribed new rules prohibiting discrimination in seating on interstate 
busses and requiring each bus to display a sign stating: 
"Seating aboard this vehicle is without regard to race, 
color, creed or national origin, by order of the Inter¬ 
state Commerce Commission."2 
The signs were to be posted until January 1, 1963. From that 
time on, a similar notice would be required on all bus tickets. No 
interstate bus would be allowed to use a segregated terminal, and a 
sign containing the antidiscriminatory regulation would be conspicously 
displayed in each interstate bus terminal.3 
In spite of the court ruling, some terminals still had "white" and 
"colored" signs up. 
The new rules went into effect on November 1, 1961, and open de¬ 
fiance was immediately reported in Georgia, Louisiana, and Mississippi. 
The Department of Justice responded by filing a series of suits in 
Louisiana and Mississippi to enforce the new regulation. 
'A Report to the President, Freedom To The Free, p. 134. 




Additional proof that the crucial problem was enforcement came 
from the fact that the legislative basis for preventing discrimination 
on railroads and in railway terminals went back to the Interstate Com¬ 
merce Act of 1887; that the courts made this point very clear in the 
1940's and 1950's; and that a specific ICC regulation went into effect 
November 1, 1961. Yet from the very first day that regulation existed 
and continuing into 1962, 1963 and 1964, the executive branch of govern¬ 
ment proved unable or unwilling to enforce the law effectively. Brutal 
beatings of Negroes whenever they attempted to use white waiting rooms 
were extreme instances which attest to this lack of enforcement.' 
By the summer of 1962, the leaders of the direct action movement 
could see results in the form of government response to their demands 
and favorable changes in business attitudes and policies. 
Towards the end of 1962, the law had become so clear that the 
Supreme Court was able to announce: 
We have settled beyond question that no State may require 
segregation of interstate or intrastate transportation facili¬ 
ties . . . . The question is no longer open; it is foreclosed 
as a litigable issue.2 
In 1962, Attorney General Robert Kennedy reported that virtually 
every airport as well as bus and railroad station throughout the South 
3 
had been desegregated. 
In summing up the movement, Reverend King said: 
. . .legislation and court orders tend to declare rights 
but can never thoroughly deliver them. "Only when people, 
1 
Zinn, SNCC. . . ., p. 206. 
^Bailey vs. Patterson, 369 U.S. 31 (1962). 
^A Report to the President, Freedom To The Free, p. 138. 
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themselves, begin to act, are rights on paper given life 
blood. 
. . . nonviolent resistance also makes it possible for 
the individual to struggle to secure moral ends through 
moral means.^ 
Public Accommodations 
It was through the sit-ins that the greatest amount of progress 
was made in public accommodations. 
The first unplanned sit-in was in Greensboro, North Carolina, 
February 1, 1960, when four freshmen from the all Negro Agriculture and 
Technical College at Greensboro, North Carolina, walked into the local 
Woolworth store and sat down at the previously all white lunch counter. 
When told to move, they refused; when the manager dosed down the counter, 
the students opened their textbooks and began to study their lessons. 
When the local radio station interrupted its program to flash the news, 
scores of other students from A and T poured into town and joined the 
demonstration. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. went to Greensboro to give on-the- 
spot advice in the light of his experience. Other organizations also 
2 
provided leaders to help train and organize students for other sit-ins. 
After the first unplanned sit-in, increased numbers of young 
people began to participate in sit-ins. The sit-ins spread to 15 cities 
within two weeks; 33 cities in a month; and 68 cities in 13 states within 
1 bid. 
Lomax, The Negro Revolt, p. 121. 
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two months. The campaign kept right on growing. A sit-in was a drama- 
tice way of saying that segregation was unfair. 
With the sit-ins spreading, the students decided that they needed 
their own organization. In April, student leaders from all over the 
South met with Martin Luther King, Jr. They felt that students in each 
community should go on running their own campaigns, but they decided 
to set up a central committee so that the local group could keep in 
touch with one another, trade ideas and plan joint activities.^ 
At that meeting, they organized the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC, or "Snick" for short). 
In the Spring and Summer of I960, young people, both white and 
Negro, participated in similar protests against segregation and discrimi- 
nation wherever it was found. They sat-in at white libraries, waded-in 
at white beaches and s1ept-in at the lobbies of white hotels. Many were 
arrested for trespassing, disturbing the peace, and disobeying police 
officers who ordered them off the premises.^ 
SCLC and it affiliates believed that the challenge of winning 
equality was a challenge for all Americans. 
John F. Kennedy expressed the same feelings when he asked for new 
laws that would finally guarantee the old promises. "The heart of the 
question," he told the nation, "is whether all Americans are to be af¬ 
forded equal rights and equal opportunities; whether we are going to 
^Goldman, Civil Rights, pp. 60-61 . 
2 
Southern Regional Council Report, April, I960. 
^Look, July 5, I960, p. 21. 
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treat our fellow Americans as we want to be treated."^ 
Georqia.—In Atlanta, Georgia, Morehouse College student Julian 
Bond, reacted quickly to the Greensboro sit-in and summoned Morehouse 
men to a meeting. Out of that meeting grew the Atlanta Student Move¬ 
ment, which six weeks later erupted into one of the largest and best- 
2 
organized sit-in demonstrations of all. 
On March 15, at exactly 11:00 a.m., two hundred students moved 
into downtown restaurants which had been carefully selected because they 
were connected with city, county or federal government, and were, there¬ 
fore, subject to the Fourteenth Amendment's requirement that public 
places may not discriminate. Seventy-six students were arrested and, 
thus, the segregation conditions of the city of Atlanta began to change.^ 
Later, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 50 Negro college students 
were arrested as they tried to get service in a segregated restaurant 
in Rich's, a large Atlanta Department store. While he and the students 
were being held, Mayor William B. Hartsfield tried to get them out of 
jail by arranging a temporary truce between the students and town mer¬ 
chants. After a few days, the students were released but King was not.** 
Martin Luther King, Jr., President of SCLC, was asked the follow¬ 
ing question relating to the sit-ins, to which he gave the following 
answer while being interviewed: 
Question: 
There seems to be a division among Negro leaders as to 
^Goldman, Civil Rights, p. 19. 
2Zinn, SNCC, p. 17* 
31bid., p. 25. 
**Life, November 7, I960, p. 123. 
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whether the recent demonstrations in Atlanta have 
been good or bad strategy. How would you judge 
the effectiveness of the Atlanta demonstrations? 
Answer : 
I felt all along that the demonstrations were 
necessary. Many of the political leaders in 
Atlanta urged restaurants owners to end segrega¬ 
tion. The Chamber of Commerce urged this. The 
local newspapers urged it. Yet these men refused 
to desegregate. I could see no alternative but to 
bring this issue before the conscience of the com¬ 
munity and before the conscience of these business¬ 
men by engaging in nonviolent demonstrations.1 
Maryland.—A sit-in that was conducted in Maryland resulted in 
the following case: 
Petitioners, 12 Negro students, were convicted in a Maryland 
state court as a result of their participation in a "sit-in" demon¬ 
stration at Hooper's restaurant in the city of Baltimore in I960. The 
convictions were based on a record showing in summary that a group of 
15 to 20 Negro students, including petitioners, went to Hooper's res¬ 
taurant to engage in what their counsel describes as a "sit-in protest" 
because the restaurant would not serve Negroes. The "hostess," on orders 
of Mr. Hooper, the President of the Corporation owning the restaurant, 
told them "solely on the basis of their color," that they would not be 
served. Petitioners did not leave when requested to by the hostess and 
the manager, instead they went to tables, took seats, and refused to 
leave, insisting that they be served. On orders of Mr. Hooper, the 
police were called, but they advised that a warrant would be necessary 
before they could arrest petitioners. Mr. Hooper then went to the 
1 
U. S. News and World Report, February 24, 1964, p. 59. 
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police station and swore out warrants, and petitioners were accordingly 
arrested.^ 
Alabama.--In April, 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr., led a task force 
to Birmingham to organize a protest campaign. Just as in Greensboro, 
police in Birmingham started breaking up the Negro protest marches down¬ 
town. The city Police Commissioner, T. Eugene (Bull) Connor promised 
to “fill the jail full," if the Negroes kept marching. On Connor's 
orders, King himself was jailed. This was his thirteenth arrest since 
the Montgomery bus boycott.2 
Martin Luther King, Jr. stated that throughout the campaign they 
had been seeking to establish some dialogue with the city leaders in an 
effort to negotiate on four major issues: 
1. The desegregation of lunch counters, rest rooms, fitting 
rooms and drinking fountains in variety and department 
stores. 
2. The upgrading and hiring of Negroes on a nondisciminatory 
basis throughout the business and industrial community of 
Birmingham. 
3. The dropping of all charges against jailed demonstrators. 
4. The creation of a bi-racial committee to work out a time¬ 
table for desegregation in other areas of Birmingham life.3 
George Wallace, the newly elected Governor of Alabama, had swept 
to victory on a pledge of "Segregation yesterday, segregation today, and 
segregation forever." It was during his administration that ten known 
1 Bel 1 v. Maryland. 378 U.S. 226, 12 Led 2d 822, 84 S Ct. 
1814. (1965). 
2Go1dman, Civil Rights, p. 72. 
^King, Why We Can11 Wait, p. 109. 
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deaths and twenty-three known bombings directly connected with civil 
rights occurred. There were no convictions connected with any of these 
events. 
As Martin Luther King, Jr., stated in his Open Letter to Americans: 
What could we do to bring about a change of heart to the state 
of Alabama? The Federal government is powerless to prosecute 
persons for murder on the Southern scence. Courts are already 
clogged with cases against registrars, sheriffs and the State 
of Alabama, yet the pattern continues.1 
Finally, U. S. Government officials came to Birmingham and helped 
the city's white and Negro leaders get together to discuss a truce. At 
4 o'clock a.m. one morning in May, they closed a bargain. The Negro 
marches would stop and, in return, lunch counters would be opened to 
Negroes. City businessmen would open more good jobs to Negroes. The 
2 
two sides would keep meeting to discuss other problems. 
As a result of the sit-ins and marches, President Kennedy sent a 
message to Congress urging immediate consideration of the Civil Rights 
Bill. People all over the country prepared to march on Washington as an 
affirmation of their determination to see the legislation enacted. 
President Kennedy said: 
Our judgment of Bull Connor should not be too harsh. After 
all, in his way, he has done a good deal for civil rights 
legislation this year.3 
Mississippi.--In downtown Jackson, Mississippi, Medgar Evers 
along with a group of students lead a campaign of demonstrations. While 
attempting to sit-in at a dime store lunch counter, the students were 
^"An Open Letter to American People," Martin Luther King, Jr., p. 3» 
^Goldman, Civil Rights, p. 74. 
^Sterne, I Have A Dream, p. 190. 
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brutally attacked by a group of white militants.^ 
The marches continued. Coming home late one night, Medgar Evers 
stepped out of his car and was shot in the back. He died before reach¬ 
ing the hospital. John Doar, a young U.S. Justice Department lawyer, 
came to town and helped to quiet an angry mob of Negroes who were on 
2 
the verge of rioting because of Evers' death. 
South Carolina and Arkansas.--The cases of four Negroes, Arthur 
Hamm, Jr., vs City of Rock Hill and Frank J. Lupper vs State of Arkansas 
were argued in 1964 before the enactment of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. Negroes were convicted in the State Courts of South Carolina and 
Arkansas of violating state trespass statutes by participating in lunch 
counter sit-in demonstrations and their convictions were affirmed, res¬ 
pectively, by the Supreme Court of South Carolina (241 SC 420, 128 SE 
2d 907)and the Supreme Court of Arkansas (236 Ark 596, 367 SW 2d 750). 
On Certiorari, the Supreme Court of the United States vacated 
the judgments and ordered the charges dismissed. 
Results 
The sit-in movement was also an object of executive attention. 
On March 16, I960 President Eisenhower commented that he was "deeply 
sympathetic with efforts of any group to enjoy the rights. . . of equal¬ 
ity that they are guaranteed by the Constitution" and "that if a person 
^Goldman, Civil Rights, pp. 76-77. 
2Ibid. 
^Arthur Hamm, Jr., v City of Rock Hill and Frank James Lupper v 
State of Arkansas. 379 U.S. 306, 13 L ed 2d 300, 85 S Ct. 334 (1965). 
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is expressing such an aspiration as this in a perfectly legal way" the 
President did not see any reason why he should not do so. ^ 
The interest in equal access to places of public accommodations 
has greatly increased in recent years. On May 11, I960, the Department 
of Justice filed suit to assure that a public beach constructed in Mary¬ 
land with funds from the Federal Government be available to all the 
2 
public without discrimination because of race or color. 
On June 1, I960, Attorney General William P. Rogers met with 
representatives of several national variety stores and secured their 
promises to have their local managers confer with public officials and 
citizens committees to work out means of desegregating their lunch 
counters. On August 10, the Attorney General announced that the national 
chains had made good on their promises by desegregating lunch counters 
in 69 southern communities.3 
In March, 1961, the Civil War Centennial Commission, responding to 
an appeal from the President, elected not to use segregated facilities 
in Charleston, South Carolina.^ On September 13,-1961, the Justice 
Department publicly urged the Maryland legislature to pass a bill, then 
pending before it, to prohibit discrimination in restaurants, hotels and 
other places of public accommodation in the State.^ On September 25, 1961, 
the President issued a personal plea for an end to discrimination "in 
'A Report to the President, Freedom to The Free, pp. 177-178. 
^Ibid., p. I83. 
3Ibid., p. 178. 
**New York Times, March 26, 1961. 
3New York Times, September 14, 1961. 
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restaurants and other places of public service.1^ 
In November, 1962, the Supreme Court heard arguments in six cases 
in which the arrest of sit-in demonstrators was attacked on constitu¬ 
tional grounds. The Solicitor General of the United States appearing 
as a friend of the Court, maintained that four of the criminal con¬ 
victions were based on unconstitutional State laws, the fifth on a per¬ 
vasive State policy of segregation, and that the sixth should be re¬ 
versed because the agent who evicted the defendants also served as the 
2 arresting officer. 
By 1962, the sit-in movement had achieved considerable success. 
As a result of the sit-ins and negotiations undertaken because of them, 
department store lunch counters and other facilities had been desegre¬ 
gated in more than 100 cities in 14 states in various parts of the 
nation.J 
In 1962, the executive branch of the Government, for the first time, 
attacked discrimination and segregation in hospital facilities construc¬ 
ted or maintained with the aid of Federal funds. The Department of Jus¬ 
tice asked the Federal District Court in Greensboro, N. C. to declare 
unconstitutional the separate-but-equa1 provision of the Hill-Burton Act, 
the law which provides Federal funds for hospital construction. The 
Department made the request as it moved to intervene in a private suit 
brought to challenge the constitutionality of the separate-but-equa1 
^ Post, September 26, 1961. 
A Report to the President, Freedom To The Free, pp. 178-179. 
^Ibid., p. 177. 
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provision of the Hi 11-Burton Act. Attorney General Kennedy said the 
Department of Justice had a specific responsibility under law to take 
part in the action. A judicial procedure statute calls for the Govern¬ 
ment to intervene in any suit in which the constitutionality of a 
Federal law is questioned, but in which the Government is not already 
a party. This was the first time the Government had intervened to 
challenge the constitutionality of a Federal statute.^ 
In June, 1963, President Kennedy asked Congress to pass a broad 
new Civil Rights law. One section would outlaw discrimination at lunch 
counters, restaurants, hotels, motels and many other businesses dealing 
with the public. Other parts gave the government new ways to attack 
2 
discrimination. 
After arguing with civil rights workers that the Justice Depart¬ 
ment simply did not have the statutory authority to go into court or 
protect them against police brutality, the Kennedy administration omit¬ 
ted such a provision from its proposed Civil Rights Bill. When a sub¬ 
committee of the House inserted this authority into the bill, Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy went before it, in October of 1963, to argue 
3 
against its inclusion, and it was removed. 
Later in 1963, Ralph McGill commented on the sit-ins thusly: 
The sit-ins were, without question, productive of the 
most change. ... No argument in a court of law could 
have dramatized the immorality and irrationality of such 
a custom as did the sit-ins. No force brought change as 
quickly as they. . . . The sit-ins reached far out into 
^Ibid., pp. 183-184. 
^Goldman, Civil Rights, p. 30. 
3Zinn, SNCC, p. 208. 
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the back country. They inspired adult men and women, 
fathers, mothers, grandmothers, aunts and uncles, to 
support the young students in the cities. . . . From 
the day of the first sit-in the students brought a 
stronger front to contest against discrimination than 
could have been created by any other course. The sit- 
ins did a third thing: they demonstrated the NegroJs 
economic strength. And, fourthly, they brought white 
students to protest with the Negro students.' 
In response to the Bell v Maryland case the 14A of the Baltimore 
City Code (1950 ed.) stated that: The ordinance, which by its terms 
took effect from the date of enactment, prohibits owners and operators 
of Baltimore places of public accommodations, including restaurants, 
from denying their services or facilities to any person because of his 
race. A similar "public accommodations law," applicable to Baltimore 
City and Baltimore County though not to some of the State's other 
counties, was adopted by the State Legislature on March 29, 1963. 
. . . This statute went into effect on June 1, 1963, as provided by 
4 of the Act, Acts 1963, c. 227. The Statute provides that: 
"It is unlawful for an owner or operator of a place of 
public accommodation or an agent or employee of said owner 
or operator, because of the race, creed, color, or national 
origin of any person, to refuse, withhold from, or deny to 
such a person any of the accommodations, advantages, faci¬ 
lities and privileges of such a place of public accommoda¬ 
tion. For the purpose of this subtitle, a place of public 
accommodation means any hotel, restaurant, inn, motel or an 
establishment commonly known or recognized as regularly 
engaged in the business of providing sleeping accommodations, 
or serving food, or both, for a consideration, and which is 
open to the general public. 
The Federal Constitution guarantees to all Americans the right to 
be treated as equal members of the community with respect to public 
^Ralph McGill, The South and The Southerner (Boston: Ralph 
McGill Copyright, 1963), pp. 16-17. 
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accommodations. 
President Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and made 
it a part of the law of the land. 
Title II on Public Accommodations states that: 
1. All persons shall have access to the following places 
of Public Accommodations without regard to race, color, 
religion or national origin: 
(a) hotels, motels, and similar places of lodging 
serving transient guests, except proprietor — 
operated dwellings having five rooms or less 
for rent 
(1) eating establishments 
(2) places of entertainments, such as theaters 
and sports arenas. 
(3) gasoline stations 
(4) any other establishment which (l) is physically 
located within or houses one of the above places 
of public accommodation and (2) holds itself 
out as serving patrons of one of the above 
specified places of public accommodations.2 
In regard to the cases of Arthur Hamm, Jr. v. City of Rock Hill 
and Frank James Lupper v. State of Arkansas the following conclusion 
was made: 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 241), forbidding 
racial discrimination in places of public accommodation 
and removing peaceful attempts to be served on an equal 
basis in such places from the category of punishable 
activities, abated pending state trespass convictions 
of Negroes who, sought service in racially discriminatory 
lunch counters and refused to leave on request.3 
^Be 11 v. Maryland, op. cit. 
U.S. Congress, Senate, Comparative Analysis of Two Versions of 
Civil Rights, S. Dec. 7152, 88th Cong., 2nd Sess., 1964, Pt. 12. 
^Arthur Hamm, Jr., v. City of Rock Hill and Frank James Lupper 
v. State of Arkansas, op. cit. 
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The struggle for desegregation of public accommodations was es¬ 
sentially won. The official victory came with the passage of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act, but the end was clearly in sight even earlier. This 
does not mean that by the end of 1965 there were no more parts of the 
South in which lunch counters, restaurants, theaters, and other public 
accommodations barred Negroes. There were certainly some in the rural 
areas and small towns.^ 
Voter Registration 
SCLC spearheaded a crusade to bring over a million new Negro 
voters into the I960 Presidential election, threatening the political 
power of the Southern Democrats. Increased voter registration was a 
major part of the conference's program. 
Voting complaints.—In cooperation with local organizations, SCLC 
helped process complaints of denial of voting rights, especially in 
Alabama and Louisiana. The 78 complaints sent to the Civil Rights Com¬ 
mission from North Louisiana, were the basis on which the Commission 
scheduled a public hearing in Shreveport. 
The report of the Civil Rights Commission was commended as "a 
step toward removing many barriers to full citizenship," and full sup¬ 
port was urged for the proposals to appoint federal registrars where 
local ones failed to function, and a constitutional amendment to ensure 
2 
"a free and universal suffrage throughout the nation." 
^Monthly Review on Independent Socialist Magazine. Vol. 17, July- 
August, 1965, p. 1. 
2 
The Crusader, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Vol. 1 
No. 2 (November, i960. 
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SCLC officials advised Negroes that the best way to make their 
actions count is through the ballot box. 
They advised the people to make appointments to see their senators 
and congressmen and demanded that they do the following: 
1. Support a strong Civil Rights bill that provides for the 
Justice Department to initiate desegregation suits. 
2. Vote for a Federal Anti-Lynch Law. 
3. Seek passage of a law to provide federal registrars 
when local ones fail to function or register Negroes. 
4. Oppose all bills aimed at the Supreme Court especially 
any to reinstate State sedition laws. 
5. Work for a universal suffrage act.^ 
Voting Rights 
The students of the Voter Registration Campaign stated: 
We will gain the right to vote for Negroes even if it 
means a return again and again to massive protests in 
behalf of representative government. Richard Russell 
and James Eastland cannot represent Negroes in Congress; 
police state tactics will not enslave us indefinitely; 
racial gerrymandering, under the guise of reapportionment, 
must not be allowed to deprive us of Negro representation 
in the southern states Houses. The cry, 'no taxation 
without representation1 is as loud today as it was in 
1776.2 
Hosea Williams called attention to several instances where civil 
rights groups had been arrested, attacked, and beaten while seeking to 
either obtain service at places of public accommodation, or to register 
to vote. Williams said "messages were pouring in from Negro citizens 
in Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi asking for action against these 
injustices." He also said, "we cannot continue to hold the confidence 
1. 
Ibid. 
2SCLC Magazi ne. p. 23. 
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of Negroes by continuing to promise passage of a strong voter rights 
bill which will relieve their suffering."^ 
The SCLC leader offered the following solution to the problem: 
The successful registration of thousands of Negroes in the 
deep south areas would put the rollers under politicians 
and elected public officials who continue to encourage and 
foster discrimination and injustices against black men 
and women.2 
Alabama.—More than 15,000 Negroes were added to the voting rolls 
after federal registrars were sent into Jefferson County (Birmingham, 
*3 
Alabama) during a voter registration drive conducted by SCLC in 1965. 
Hosea Williams compared the success of the 1965 voter registra¬ 
tion drive in Birmingham to that of the Birmingham movement in 1963, 
which he feels was chiefly responsible for the Civil Rights Act of 
1964.4 
SCLC conducted voter registration drives in Birmingham, Alabama 
in conjunction with other Civil rights groups, and in Montgomery, Ala¬ 
bama in conjunction with the Montgomery Improvement Association, the 
organization that brought Martin Luther King, Jr., to power. There 
were also voter registrations in Atlanta, Georgia and McComb, Mississi¬ 
ppi. Each drive was conducted in conjunction with other groups. In 
each of the above instances, according to Walker, SCLC provided funds 
^Atlanta Daily World, Harmon G. Perry, July 24, 1965. 
2Ibid. 
3Atl anta Dai1y World. February 10, 1965. 
4Ibid. 
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and in three instances it provided staff workers.' 
Six of the Birmingham student leaders joined the SCLC staff fol¬ 
lowing the Birmingham Drive and began organizing students for voter 
registration in Louisiana and Texas. After a crash program, which 
registered 2,500 voters in six weeks in Lake Charles, New Iberia, and 
Lafayette, Louisiana, the team moved into Texas where they aided in 
recruiting and training students for poll tax and registration drives 
in Beaumont, Dallas, Houston, Fort Worth, Austin, San Antonio, and Tyler. 
Their stirring songs and stories of the Birmingham campaign aroused the 
youth of that State to increase the Texas registration from 190,000 to 
350,000 in less than 90 days.^ 
It took severe violence in Birmingham in the Spring of 1963 to 
arouse the President into making a forth-right statement on racism as 
a moral blight on the Nation. President Kennedy asked Congress to pass 
3 
a civil rights bill (his proposed law passed after his death). 
Students turned to full support of voter registration in Alabama 
following the "hot summer" of 1963- They too, realized that represen¬ 
tative government would have prevented the atrocities of the State of 
Alabama. They launched a voter registration effort in Birmingham under 
the slogan "we went to jail for you; register and vote for us," which 
4 
resulted in more than 6,000 new voters on the roll. 
Finally, Birmingham and the creative crisis it produced caused 
the administration of our Federal Government to alter its order of 
1 Lomax, The Negro Revolt, p. 94. 
^SCLC Magazine, p. 23. 
3zinn, SNCC, p. 102. 
^SCLC Magazine, p. 23- 
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priorities on domestic issues. In January of 1963, the late President 
Kennedy, in consultation with Martin Luther King, Jr., made it very 
clear that he felt sufficient legislation existed in the area of civil 
rights. In June of the same year, he went before the Nation via net¬ 
work T.V. and radio to make an urgent appeal for support of the most 
sweeping legislation on civil rights in the history of the Nation. He 
termed it a "moral question" that required soul searching in every quar¬ 
ter of our national community.^ 
Early in 1965, Martin Luther King, Jr., began another voting cam¬ 
paign in Selma, Alabama, and once again there was tragic violence. In 
the nearby town of Marion, Jimmy Lee Jackson, a young Negro woodcutter, 
was shot and skilled when state policemen broke up a protest demonstra¬ 
tion. A short time later, King's followers tried to march from Selma 
to the state capitol of Montgomery to petition for the right to vote. 
Once again, state policement and members of a Sheriff's posse broke up 
2 
the march - this time with tear gas and clubs. 
The Selma to Montgomery march got started once again. It was led 
by Martin Luther King, Jr. About 300 Negroes and whites hiked the en¬ 
tire 54 miles in the sun, wind and rain for five days and camped out 
four nights. When King led the group into Montgomery, the small band 
of marchers with which he started out had grown into a massive crowd 
of 25,000. They marched straight to the State Capitol to demand their 
right to vote.^ 
’ibid. 
2 
Goldman, Civil Rights, p. 102. 
^Ibid., p. 104. 
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Georqia.--The Georgia Statewide Registration Committee had accoun¬ 
ted for more than 50,000 new registrants in 1963 with concentrated ef¬ 
forts being put forward in Atlanta, Savannah, Columbus, Albany and Way- 
1 
cross. 
Louisi ana.—A suit was brought by the Attorney General on January 
19, 1961, on behalf of a Louisiana Negro cotton farmer who could not 
buy butane gas, to run his farm because he had testified at a Civil 
Rights Commission hearing on voting denials in Louisiana. The defen¬ 
dants stipulated on February 3> 1961, that they would do business with 
2 
the farmer. 
Mississippi.--A dispatch from Canton, Mississippi on February 29, 
1964, by Claude Sitton of the New York Times, pointed up the inability 
the law alone to guarantee voting rights to Negroes. Sitton quoted 
Dr. Leslie Dunbar, head of the Southern Regional Council, as saying: 
The reality is that, to the Negro in Mississippi, the law 
is still the law as enforced by the Sheriff; not the law 
that comes out of Washington.3 
Tennessee.--In I960, the Justice Department acted on reports of 
severe economic coercion of Negroes who had attempted to vote in Hay¬ 
wood County, Tennessee. The complaints charged that 80 defendants, 
including named merchants, landowners, bankers, and local officials 
intimidated, threatened, and coerced Negro citizens to keep them from 
voting in Federal elections. The alleged methods of intimidation in- 
A Report to the President, Freedom To The Free, p. 197. 
2 
New York Times, February 29, 1964. 
^A Report to the President, Freedom To The Free, p. 197. 
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eluded evictions of sharecroppers and tenant farmers, firing of employ¬ 
ees, denials of loans by the bank, credit by the merchants, and direct 
threats.^ 
In May 1962, a Federal court decree permanently enjoined the de¬ 
fendants from interfering with voting by Negroes. A similar suit in 
2 
Fayette County, Tennessee, was similarly resolved on July 26, 1962. 
Virqinia.--SCLC has waged voter-registration campaigns from Vir¬ 
ginia to Texas. Danville and Petersburg have been the centers of Vir¬ 
ginia activity which has doubled the existing Negro registration in the 
past two years.^ 
In an address delivered at Morris Brown College in 1965, Dr. King 
stated that: 
. . . with accumulated seniority, the southern Congressman 
is guaranteed control of committees. . . . When Negroes 
have the vote they will be a strategic force in raising 
the quality level of Congress.** 
Results 
Bus boycotts, sit-ins, Freedom Rides, and Selective Buying Cam¬ 
paigns all seemed to lead in one direction and converge on the ballot. 
Every area of life seemed to block the Negroes' drive for freedom, and 
it didn't take SCLC long to realize that, ultimately, decisions in each 
of these aspects of life were politically determined. Thus began the 
Report to the President, Freedom To The Free, p. 197. 
21 b i d. 
3$CLC Magazine, p. 23. 
**At1anta Daily World. June 20, 1965. 
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large-scale assault on the ballot box.' 
Our late President John F. Kennedy, during his successful cam¬ 
paign for the nation's highest office in I960, said: 
The Federal Government has a duty to see that the States 
exercise their authority over the process of voting in 
conformity with the Constitution of the United States: 
that Constitution provide that no American shall be 
denied the right to vote because of his color.^ 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., writing in The Nation in the spring 
of 1964, emphasized the need for stronger executive action, and urged 
the use of federal marshals to enforce the law. He said that in the 
stories of the old West, which are still on television, the marshals 
who came to town into a lawless territory and brought justice to it was 
a hero, and can be that again. He contrasted the sacrifices made by 
the Negro and the response of the National Government: 
Negroes have marshaled extraordinary courge to employ 
nonviolent direct action; they have been left by the 
most powerful federal government in the world - almost 
solely to their own resources. ... We are nearing 
year 2000 and our national power almost defies des¬ 
cription. Yet, it cannot enforce elementary law even 
in a dusty rural Southern Vi liage.3 
Title I Voting Rights Act of June 29, 1964, was influenced by the 
March on Washington. It states that: 
I. No State or local government official shall in deter¬ 
mining whether a person is qualified to vote in an 
election in which federal officials are to be elected: 
(a) apply any standard, practice or procedures applied 
to other individuals within the same county, parish 
or similar political subdivision, who have been 
found qualified to vote. 
'sCLC Magazine, p. 23. 
2u.S., Congress, House, Voting Rights Act of 1965. H.R. 6400, 
89th Cong., 1st sess., 1965, p. 16031. 
3fhe Nation, March 9, 1964, pp. 230-232. 
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(b) Utilize an immaterial error or omission com¬ 
mitted by a person on any application or regis¬ 
tration form as a basis for denying the person 
the right to vote.^ 
On March 11, 1965, the Justice Department asked a federal court 
to forbid Governor Wallace of Alabama and other authorities from in¬ 
timidating, threatening, and coercing Negro Americans seeking the right 
. „ 2 
to vote. 
President Johnson stated in his eloquent address to the joint 
session of Congress on March 15, 1965, that: 
Every American citizen must have equal rights to vote. 
There is no reason which can excuse the denial of that 
right. There is no duty which weighs more heavily on 
us than the duty to insure that right. . . . The time 
of Justice has come.3 
Following the Selma-to-Montgomery March in 1965, spearheaded by 
the leaders of SCLC, Congress saw that the time was at hand to take 
stronger and more effective action towards removing barriers from the 
path of aspiring Negro voters. After countless hours of deliberation, 
Congress passed the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Section 2 of this Act 
states the following: 
No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting, or 
standard, practice, or procedure shall be imposed or 
applied by any State or political subdivision to deny 
or abridge the right of any citizen of the United States 
to vote on account of race or color.4 
The right to vote has changed the course of American history, 
^U.S., Congress, Senate, Comparative Analysis of Two Versions of 
Civil Rights, S. Doc. 7152, 88th Cong., 2d sess., 1964, Pt. 12. 
^SCLC Newsletter. 




particularly Southern history. Throughout the South as a result of 
the Selma Movement, countless registration and political education 
drives have been opened to the Negro. 
SCLC's voter registration and political education movement played 
the decisive role in many elections at local, state and federal levels. 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Rationale 
Much has been written about the American Negroes' plight and 
their efforts to obtain justice and equality. From the outset they 
have been confronted with the paradox that in a society which stresses 
the processes and objectives of democracy and which places so much 
emphasis on egalitarianism, they have not been accorded the full bene¬ 
fits of citizenship. From time to time, Negro leaders have banded to¬ 
gether forming organizations for the purpose of pointing up and support¬ 
ing the American Negroes' struggle towards first-class citizenship. One 
of the most outstanding of these organizations has been SCLC - Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 
The SCLC was founded in 1957 in Montgomery, Alabama. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Dr. Ralph D. Abernathy were the principal foun¬ 
ders. These founders believed in and have perpetuated a nonviolent 
philosophy similar to that of Mahatma Ghandi of India. 
There are about 270 local affiliate chapters of SCLC dispersed 
across the nation. These affiliate chapters share SCLC's basic beliefs 
in human rights and nonviolent action. Although the principles and 
techniques employed by SCLC have been most effective in the Southern 
States, many northern cities have also profited from their use. This 
organization has worked closely with other human rights organizations, 
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and has carried out quiet programs of community leadership, economic 
development, voter registration and political education. 
Highlights in the history of the SCLC from I960 to 1965 are as 
follows: 
1960 - Founding of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee; the sit-in movement. 
1961 - Freedom Rides; the Albany Movement. 
1962 - Establishment of SCLC's Citizenship Education Pro¬ 
gram and SCLC's Operation Breadbasket. 
1963 - The Birmingham Movement; the March on Washington. 
1964 - The Nobel Prize for Peace to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
1965 - The Selma-to-Montgomery March; the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. 
Statenent of the Problem 
This problem was concerned with the impact that SCLC has had on 
local, State and Federal Governments from i960 to 1965- The researcher 
has attempted to view the problem from the following standpoints: 
1. Rights and freedom to use public transportation. 
2. Rights and freedom to use public accommodations. 
3. Rights and freedom to register and vote in the 
United States. 
Purposes of the Study 
The general purpose of this study was to investigate whether or 
not certain results were accomplished through SCLC's influence on local, 
State and Federal governments from i960 to 1965. 
In more specific terms, the purposes of this study were as follows 
1. To briefly examine the historical background of SCLC. 
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2. To describe certain changes in public transportation. 
3. To describe selected practices pertaining to public 
accommodations and actions taken to effect changes in 
the use of such facilities. 
4. To describe some of the problems involved in registering 
and voting. 
5. To present the findings as well as the warranted conclusions, 
implications and recommendations. 
Limitations of the Study 
This study is limited to the extent that credit may be assigned 
to one organization for an accomplishment that also had the backing of 
several other organizations. There are also limitations to the extent 
that the editorials, opinions and reports are accurate and unbiased. 
Finally, this study is limited in terms of the amount of time and con¬ 
sideration that officials of SCLC were able to accord to the researcher. 
Locale and Research Design 
This study was conducted at Atlanta University during the academic 
year of 1968-1969. 
The techniques of historical research have been employed in this 
study. 
Summary of Related Literature 
The literature related to this study indicates that much has been 
written on the topic of civil rights since the turn of the 1960's, that 
less has been written on human rights organizations as a collective force, 
and that even less has been written on the SCLC as a single force. Yet, 
the amount of information that has been recorded offers significant evi¬ 
dence that SCLC has had tremendous impact upon the power structure of 
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our society. 
The literature has been summarized below by typical quotes under 
the appropriate headings researched: 
General Information About SCLC 
For a better understanding of SCLC Parsons and Clark are quoted 
thusly: 
. . .To understand this organization one has to understand 
King, because SCLC is Martin Luther King, Jr. King is a 
national hero, a charismatic leader, portrayed in America 
and throughout the world as a man of quiet dignity, a per¬ 
sonification of courage in the face of racial danger. . . . 
As far as the general public is concerned, the civil rights 
movement has converged in his personality. His ability to 
portray selflessness and to understand other civil rights 
leaders has made him a suitable person for his role.^ 
Public Accommodations 
Commenting on how sit-in demonstrations helped to improve the lot 
of the Negro in terms of his rights to public accommodations, King sta¬ 
ted that: 
Spontaneously born, but guided by the theory of nonviolent 
resistance, the lunch-counter sit-ins accomplished integra¬ 
tion in hundres of communities at the swiftest rate of 
change in the civil rights movement up to that time. . . . 
As a consequence of combining direct and legal action, far- 
reaching precedents were established, which served, in turn, 
to extend the areas of desegregation.^ 
According to Goldman, "lunch-counters weren't the only targets" 
of demonstrations. Students "stood-in" at movie theatre box offices, 
^Talcott Parsons and Kenneth B. Clark, The Negro American (Boston 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1965-1966), p. 612. 
^Martin Luther King, Jr., Why We Can't Wait (New York: Harper 
and Row, Publishers, 19631964), p. 33» 
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"waded-in" at white-only public beaches, "read-in" at segregated librar¬ 
ies and "knee1ed-in" at white churchesJ 
Public Transportation 
Goldman pointed out that Negroes and whites used separate facili¬ 
ties in all aspects of public accommodations. This, he thought, was a 
o 
terrible injustice on the part of the Negro. 
Lomax explained how SCLC helped to initiate and support the Free¬ 
dom Riders' Movement. Through this movement, much progress was made in 
3 
the area of public transportation. 
Voter Registration 
Sterne reported that Mississippi was the State with the worst 
record of repression of the Negro's right to vote.** 
Another major sore spot where the Negroes' right to vote was re¬ 
pressed was Dallas County, Alabama. SCLC, in conjunction with the NAACP, 
was finally able to secure a Federal Court Injunction against Dallas 
County officials, forbidding them to further deny voting rights to 
Negroes.^ 
^Peter Goldman, Civil Rights: The Challenge of the Fourteenth 
Amendment (New York: Coward-McCann, Inc., 1965), p. 27. 
^Ibid. 
O _ 
JLouis E. Lomax, The Negro Revolt (New York: Harper and Row 
Publishers, 1962), p. 126. 
^Emma Gelders Sterne, I Have A Dream (New York: Alfred Knopf, 
1965), p. 198. 
'’Time, January 29> 1965» p. 21. 
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Summary of Findings 
The following findings are drawn from the data collected: 
Although there has been progress in all the several areas of liti¬ 
gation, Negroes seem to have gained more success in the area of trans¬ 
portation than any other. 
In the South more than 100 cities have opened lunch counters, res¬ 
taurants and hotels to Negroes. Many southern cities have also desegre¬ 
gated their busses; almost all have eliminated segregated terminals, and 
a few have opened their public recreational facilities to all races. 
It was not before the Federal Government and the Supreme Court stepped 
in that most of these rights and privileges were made available to 
Negroes. Nevertheless, it was SCLC and a few other human rights organi¬ 
zations that set these social changes in motion and alerted the powers 
of government to the injustices faced by Negroes through the medium of 
Freedom Rides, Sit-in demonstrations, marches, and direct appeals to 
government officials. 
Although the bulk of the improvements were made in the south, the 
North has also profited from SCLC's influence. 
SCLC has shed its educational light on the power structure of 
America as well as on the Negroes themselves. This organization drama¬ 
tized the plight of the American Negroes before the power structure in 
order that the persons in power could see the injustices by which the 
Negroes were confronted. In terms of the Negroes, it set up training 
schools for the purpose of educating them on matters pertaining to com¬ 
munity leadership, economic development, voter registration and politics. 
Among the many civil rights cases which have been decided by the 
courts, a number have been of monumental significance with respect to 
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their impact upon American society. 
Lastly, SCLC has played a role in helping to initiate and promote 
a human rights revolution by making Negroes aware of the provisions and 
protections that are available to them under the United States Consti¬ 
tution. This has, in turn, resulted in greater pressure on the channels 
of government by Negroes, thereby causing the Federal government to en¬ 
act stronger and more effective legislation in the Negroes' favor. 
Cone lus ions 
The findings justify the following conclusions: 
1. That SCLC, by power and force, has injected a new 
dimension into the Negro's struggle for his rights 
as an American citizen. 
2. That the influence of SCLC has been felt by and 
responded to by local, state and federal levels of 
government. 
3. That the accomplishments made, directly or indirectly, 
by SCLC during the period studied have been fruitful 
for the nation as a whole as well as the Negroes. 
4. That SCLC has in fact, if not in name, developed a 
successful educational program which has contributed 
greatly toward improving the status of minority groups. 
Impl ications 
According to the findings and conclusions, the following impli¬ 
cations appear justified: 
1. That the advancement and inclusion of the Negroes in 
all aspects of American life will make possible the 
further advancement of the whole United States. 
2. That the awakening of the conscience of white Americans 
has been stimulated through the work of SCLC and are 
more inclined to see justic rendered now more than ever 
before. 
3. That a valuable contribution can be made to society and 
the world at large if more voluntary organizations would 
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join in and help to educate and train minority groups 
to become useful and productive citizens. 
4. That Civil Rights organizations have been effective in 
bringing about social change through their success in 
educating Americans about their rights. 
Recommendations 
Based on the aforestated findings, conclusions and implications, 
the following recommendations are made: 
1. That SCLC as well as other human rights organizations 
continue to serve as ameliorating forces in the struggle 
to obtain justice and equality for all ethnic groups. 
2. That interracial communication be encouraged and pro¬ 
moted. 
3. That the work of organizations like SCLC be supported 
by responsible men and women both black and white who 
believe in joining forces to create an appropriate 
atmosphere and to revise legislative machinery to 
more efficiently provide equity for all in our society. 
4. That the educational role of voluntary organizations be 
broadened and extended. 
5. That the patterns of education developed by SCLC be 
studied in greater detail to determine the components 
which made them effective. 
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GEORGIA VOTER REGISTRATION EXAMINATION 
1. Who is the President of the United States? 
2. Who is the Vice President of the United States? 
3. Who are the two United States Senators from Georgia? 
U. Who is the Governor of Georgia? 
$. Who are the members of the General Assembly who represent you? 
6. Who is the Congressman from your Congressional District? 
7. What are the names of the persons who occupy the following 
offices in your county? 
a. Clerk of the Superior Court 
b. Ordinary 
c. Sheriff 
d. County School Superintendent 
8. What are the names of the three branches of the United States 
Government? 
9. If the Governor of Georgia dies, who exercises the executive 
power, and if both the Governor and the person who succeeds 
him die, who exercises the executive power? 
10. Name five Constitutional offices of the State of Georgia and 
give the names of persons now holding such offices. 
11. How many Congressional districts in Georgia are there and in 
which one do you live? 
12. On what day and how often is the general election held in 
Georgia at which members of the General Assembly of Georgia 
are elected? 
13. How are the members of the Board of Education selected in 
your county? 
111. What officer of the county is in charge of general elections? 
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15. In what county office does a person return his property for 
State and County taxes? 
16. How many Representatives and how many Senators are there 
in the General Assembly of Georgia? 
17. Give the title of the presiding officer of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives and the title of the presiding officer of the Senate 
in the Georgia General Assembly. 
18. What are the terms of office for Senators and Representatives 
in the United States Congress? 
19. Name the judicial circuit in which you reside and name the 
Solicitor General. 
20. Name the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia and the 
Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court.1 
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